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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY. '....- ;; .'.'i: 

ROANOKE , TOWN OF HABS No. WV-209-i 
(Thomas Feeney House) ;( ^ . 

£\-f&^} 

Location:  Roanoke, West Virginia. 

Elevation: ca. 1060'. 

UTM References as given on the National Register of Historic Places Nomination form: 
Zone:  17 
Easting:   543950 
Northing:  4309030 

U.S.G.S. Map:   Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5* (1966 edition, photo revised J979). 

Present Owner:   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Present Occupant:  none. 

Present Use:   none. 

Construction Date:  ca. 1885. 

Informants:   Blaine Rollyson, 3r.; Lawrence G. Smith; dames Whelan. 

Historical Information: As in the case of many properties in Roanoke, the Feeney tract 
was part of a larger parcel of land sold in 1873 by 3oseph Hall to William Godfrey and 
Draper Mitchell . Lot 3subsequently passed through several owners. 

until it was purchased in 1888 by Thomas Feeney who is believed to have built his two 
story four room dwelling at the rear (i.e., west) portion of the lot about the same time 
(or some years before) he opened an emporium in Roanoke in 1891 ; he had 
previously been associated with the Whitese! store (see HABS No. WV -209-L ) at the 
front (i.e., on east portion) of the lot Dames Whelan 1981, pers. comm.). The 
construction date of 1888 may be accurate, but newspapers found beneath the wallpaper 
in the upstairs bedrooms (Rooms 7, 8) date from 1884 and 1885 (see below) suggesting 
that the Feeney dwelling, or at least the original portion of it, may date as early as 1884. 

The original part of the Feeney dwelling consisted of a living/dining room (Room 2), 
entrance hallway (Room  3) and parlor (Room  4) on the first floor, two 
bedrooms upstairs (Rooms 7, 8) and a front (i.e., east) porch (James Whelan 
1981, pers. comm.). To accommodate a family which by 1920 included two boys and two 
girls, Feeney built about that year a two room ell-shaped addition (Rooms 5, 6) to the 
dwelling . Room 5 was used as a dining room, while Room 6 functioned as a 
kitchen. The "old" living/dining room (Room 2) was then converted into a 
living room (Blaine Rollyson, Jr. 1981, pers. comm.). Room 1 may once have been a 
porch before it was enclosed. 

During the 1920s, when Feeney's business prospered, his home was indeed 
impressive. Thomas Feeney built a garage for his Reo automobile (Lawrence G. Smith 
1981, pers. comm.). Later, he also kept a Buick there. The garage was demolished in 
1963.   Several large maple (Acer sp.) trees sat in the east and south yards of the house 

A tennis court once stood in front of the garage on the north side 



ROANOKE  (Thornas   Feeney  House) 
HABS No.  WV-209-1   (page  2) 

-Si 

UJ 
r 

I5r * 

S'8 .K   i> 

UU&I-g 

•cf 

11- 
r'-^ 3:-*i c:g O! Oi 
"''C W£| 
tr.! f>" 
-!"C 

£>]; Iil; 
_£, .      ^ 

C'i ~J|C! 

UJ 

CD 
< 

4) 

o o 
■o 

a. 
< 
CM 

no 

< 

■■. ci !■*» 

M K oo 
«o ■—■ 

4) -" J=. 
C V (J 
3 c 

=5 

UJ 

■« £ 4> 

0J k~ 
C 

c    • a; 
ftj > u_ 
if •* <fl 
U-   to PS 

*:i £ 

uf £ 
L, 
0/ 4J 

2 & 
■to 

u 
3 £ b "fl 
t 8 L. 

8 
u 
3 

8 &> 8 
to 

* 6 ^ 
-C ■to 15 £ .    0J     . 

£C U- Ct c 3.2 
5 TO 

N 
.^   in 

c 6 ^ K " • o 
5 c2 l_j ^ &8 

■So 

TO 

•to 

s 

>. re * 
U 
u 

. o 2U£ 
o ■=■ < 

S 

.E 
re 

<x 

_c t- >- 
fC   i- re 

it; US 

c o 
•to in 

L. i- 

c s 
L 

o O 
X X 

< < 
Bl l/I 
flj _0| 
E b 
o n) 

0 5" 

u 

■to    ■« 

D 2 & u^ 

£5 

E 

x: a. 



ROANOKE   (Thomas  Feeney House) 
HABS No.   WV-209-1   (page   3) 

> Z > u 
c c 
V -*l D Jsr 
o p| O o 
U £\ U £ 
y- l/> 

~v\ "C? i ^ i Li 
V c ti t 

~J ^ 1 -» f- 

t) 
tc n v L. 

< 

-I 
O « 

u 

a. 

8 

II 

£ 

i.8 



ROAKOKE   (Thomas   Feeney  House) 
HABS  No.   WV-209-I   (pa^e  A) 

E 
E 
o u 

c 
a 

'o E 

I > 
D 

« Q. > E 

> 

fc 

CO > 

o o o o o 
o o o c o 

o o 
o o 

o e 
o o 

d d d d c* 
.=*   —■   — C  O 4S~. f, 

d d d d 
oc o d d 

— rj 

( 

gg 

s 
o ©     o o 
o o     © « 
(«-\ »*1 (SJ  —> 

*f>*S) 

° e SO o 
—i (S 

1>   O 

o o a c. 

(U D a> d>  D V ^: .* .* Jt .* J* 

s £2 gg o 
c re « <o s§ n "o "o O o o o 

a-a-f^^^ «^ Oi tc a KD; a: 
*-* '"' 4- +J *- *£   *> V   U (U   CJ c JC^iC o o o O   i- k.   U t~  1_ 

JJJ _l   u u u u u u 
f"\ m «- *° CO   <0 (0 <c rt 
t; t; >- >- >- L.  d- a- a «■ a- a 
O  O  ro ro  re 

_J J &. a. a. 
(d — £.— — —■ —1 — — 

fM f*\ 00 
DO W W 
DO   00 CO 

ffvOOO—■ CM fsi «^ 
oO ^ ^ CS 0^ fT* 0^ O^ 
"7 "T   i "7   i    i    i     r 
QS CM — \0 ^ ffv C>* «» 
OOO-'OOO—■ fN (N 

f^ sD 

« - 
o 
c 
o 4* 

4> X c 
4< £ , 4> 

Z 
< LL 

CJ 53 ^ E 
ro o .c «c 
U f- 

•« >s 
o >• >~ c 

gg 4J 

CJ   flj 
CJ   Cl 

U. 

(*.£ CO 

ro fi> "in 

£ 5P ID 

1? to 
c 

(-. tfl < 

c C 

(J. 

(V 

«J> 
in *r 
rs ro 
<r E TO o 
C£ 
<l- 

o u 
CJ 
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of the dwelling, and there was a small orchard adjacent to the tennis court. In the 1930s 
the tennis court was converted into a croquet court. 

A long brick walk ran from the porch on the east elevation 
to the sidewalk which bordered the east edge of the property. At night, 

the walkway was illuminated by two gaslights that could be activated by pulling a cord 
"which dangled from the mantles." A wire fence kept pedestrians from trampling the 
grass. A slat or board fence delineated the north side of the Feeney property (James 
Whelan and Blaine Rollyson, 3r., 1981, pers. comm.). 

A back (i.e., south) porch was added to the house in the late 1960s. A 
few years earlier (ca. 1964), the wire fence in front G.e., on the east side) of the house 
was dismantled. As noted above, it was also ca. 1963 that the garage, which mouldered 
near collapse, was demolished Oames Whelan 1981, pers. comm.). 

The Feeney house was once regarded as one of the most prominent residences jr. 
Roanoke. One may assume that the tennis/croquet court added lustre to the home's 
appeal. An evening stroll along the sidewalk, bathed as it must have been in the soft 
glow of gaslight, could hardly have been other than a romantic experience in the little 
village of Roanoke. With the Feeney store a short distance away, one can imagine that 
some of the strollers were on their way for ice cream at this family emporium (James 
Whelan and Blaine Rollyson, 3r., 1981, pers. comm.). 

Architectural Information: 

General Description: The Feeney dwelling is a two story, three bay (clapboard siding), 
ell-shaped central chimney I house (Glassle 1968a) dwelling with gable roofs; there are 
porches across the east elevation and at the southwest corner of the addition . 

Exterior Description : 

Overall Dimensions: 30,4" x 42.' 
Foundation: The foundation of the Feeney dwelling consists of piers formed from a 

combination of square wooden blocks, piles of sandstones and round wooden posts. A 
rusticated, stone-impressioned sheet metal skirt encloses the foundation . 

Walls: The walls are composed of 4 1/2" clapboards applied with cut nails; the 
clapboards are painted white; corner boards are painted deep red as is the window, door 
and roof trim. 

Framing:  This is composed of light timber frame 2" x 6" studs on l'10n-rir' centers. 
Porch: A porch which measures 7"2 3/4" wide x 26*1" long covers nearly the entire east 

elevation of the Feeney structure; the deck, which 
is raised 2' 1/2" above the ground, consists of 2 1/4" boards painted gray on wood joists 
and is supported on piers composed of piles of sandstone; the porch roof is covered by 
raised seam sheet metal roofing and is supported by four white 5 1/2" x 5 1/2" square 
columns with brackets; there is a 7 3/4" plain board baseboard painted gray at the base of 
the porch next to the house. The porch has an 8' ceiling consisting of 3 1/2" simple- 
beaded boards painted white; the deck is reached by ascending three concrete steps (50" 
wide x 11 1/2" tread x 8" high) plus an 8" riser. 

A second, more recent porch that measures 8' x 113" is located at the southwest 
corner of the addition along the south elevation ; the deck consists of nine 
2*8" x 3*9" concrete slabs resting directly on grade.    The lower 2'6" of the porch is 
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• nclosed with corrugated aluminum, and the upper portion was previously enclosed by 
clear plastic sheeting except for a 6*2 1/2" x 6'3" opening in the south wall. The shed 
roof of this porch is supported by 2" x 4" columns and is roofed with corrugated aluminum 
painted silver.   Deck to porch ceiling height is 7\ 

Ciimneys: A stone chimney is centrally located on the roof peak of the original 
rectangular dwelling; a second chimney, consisting of a stove pipe, is located on the roof 
peak of the main addition and is offset toward the east. 

Roof: The medium-pitch variety gable roof of the original structure is covered by 
raised seam sheet metal roofing, while the addition is covered by corrugated sheet 
metal.  The shed roof of a second addition is covered by felt paper 
painted silver. The eaves and raking trim of the original dwelling consist of boxed 
cornice with frieze; the raking trim has partial frieze returns. The eaves and raking trim 
of the principal addition consist of a boxed cornice with frieze. The second addition 
along the west wall has a sheet metal gutter and downspout. 

Interior Description:   Room 1   (room numbers  are keyed  to   floor plans  on pages  27-28) 

Function: Unknown; may originally have been a porch before it was enclosed to form 
room. 

Dimensions:   9*10" x 13*10"; ceiling VI" at west side, 7'6" at east side. 
Wallcovering:    east and south walls consist of 4 1/2" exterior clapboards of house; 

north and west walls are 4 1/8" unpainted plain boards. 
Floorcovering: 5M-9 1/4" plain boards; central area covered with linoleum; area beyond 

linoleum unpainted. 
Ceiling:   4 1/2"-9 3/4" unpainted plain boards. 
Baseboard:  none. 
Heating:  none. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture with pullcord; duplex outlet on north 

wall. 
Stairway: room can be entered from the exterior by ascending a single broken piece of 

concrete that functions as a crude step plus a 9 1/2" riser . 
Otfter: exterior walls are insulated with sawdust. This is the only example of this 

insulation technique observed in the current project. 

Interior Description:   Room 2 

Function:  living room/dining room; later living room. 
Dimensions:   12*9 1/2" x 167"; 77 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 5"-9" horizontal boards; covered with corrugated cardboard; cardboard 

painted yellow . 
Floorcovering: 5 1/2"-6 1/4" plain boards; central area covered with linoleum; area 

beyond linoleum painted gray. 
Ceiling:  2 5/8"-4 1/4" plain boards; painted white; 2" molding around edges of ceiling. 
Baseboard:    8  1/4" plain board with cap molding; quarter round shoe; painted white . 

Heating:   fireplace; gas connection on south side of fireplace. 
Fireplace:    brick; I'll 1/2" x 4'4" concrete hearth; wooden mantle . 

# lumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:   central ceiling fixture with pullcord; duplex outlet on north 

wall opposite fireplace; electrical line in closet. 
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Stairway: enclosed stairway consists of 1* steps (29 1/2" width x 9 3/4" tread x 6" rise) 
with a 1" nose and a 6 1/2" riser in the northeast corner of the room . 

Other: closet at the west end of the north wall beneath the stairway- 

Interior Description: Room 3 

Function;  hallway. 
Dimensions:  57" x 6'1"; 7 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 6 3/4" plain boards covered with linen then wallpaper. 
Fioorcovering:  5 i/2"-6 1/4" plain boards; unfinished; covered with linoleum. 
Ceiling:   2 5/8"-4 1/4" plain boards; 2" crown molding around edges of room; painted 

white. 
Baseboard:   8 1/4" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating:   none. 
Fireplace:   none. 
Plumbing:   none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 

Interior Description: Room 4 

Function:  parlor. 
Dimensions:  9*6 1/4" x 167"; 740" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 3 3/4"-7 1/4" horizontal plain boards covered with corrugated 

cardboard, then wallpaper. 
Fioorcovering: 6 1/2" plain boards covered with wall-to-wall carpeting. 
Ceiling: * l/2"-7" plain boards; painted white; quarter round around edges of room. 
Baseboard:   both 6" and 8" plain board with cap molding; painted white . 

Heating:  fireplace; gas connection on west side of fireplace. 
Fireplace:    brick; 1*10 1/2" x 4'5" concrete hearth; wooden mantle- 

Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture with pullcord; duplex outlet on west 

wall. 
Other: closet at northwest corner of room. 

Interior Description:  Room 5 

Function:  dining room. 
Dimensions:  13*2" x 137"; 8'i 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 4" tongue and groove boards; painted dark drab green; covered with 

corrugated cardboard, then wallpaper. 
Fioorcovering: 4 1/4" tongue and groove boards; central area previously covered; 

periphery of room painted gray. 
Ceiling:  4 1/4" tongue and groove boards; painted white. 
Baseboard:  7 1/2" plain board; painted white. 
Heating:  gas connection on south wall; stove pipe opening in ceiling. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing: none. 
Lighting and Electricity: ceiling fixture offset to south with pullcord; duplex outlets 

on south and north walls. 
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« nterior Description:  Room 6 

Function:  kitchen. 
Dimensions:   10*1" x 13*2"; 8'1 3/4" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 4" tongue and groove boards; painted bright green; covered with 

corrugated cardboard, then wallpaper. 
Fioorcovering:  4 I/1*" tongue and groove boards covered with linoleum. 
Ceiling: 3 1/2-4 1/4" tongue and groove boards; painted white; quarter round at 

corners of room. 
Baseboard: 3 1/2" plain board; some quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating:  gas connection on west wall. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing:   sink unit along west end of south wall. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture with pullcord; light switches on south 

wall at west side of door and on north wall; duplex outlet on south wall. 

Interior Description:   Room 7 

Function:   bedroom. 
Dimensions:   15*3 1/2" x lev1; 77 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: i,3"-17" plain boards covered by newspaper, then wallpaper; wallpaper 

painted yellow. 
Fioorcovering:     4M-9   1/2"  plain  boards;  central  area   previously  covered  (carpet?; 

linoleum?); boards around periphery of room painted brown. 
4| Ceiling:    3 i/2" tongue and groove boards; painted white; 2 1/2" crown mold around 
^dges of room. 

Baseboard: 7 3/4" plain board with cap molding; painted dull pink. 
Heating:  gas connection on south wall. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 
Stairway: open stairwell surrounded by 2,10" high railing; rectangular bannister with 

beveled edges and rectangular cross section balusters. 
Other: newspapers used as underlayment beneath wallpaper: The Republican April 12, 

1884, August 15, 1885, October 3, 1885; Chicago Weekly News June 4, 1885, January 15, 
1885. 

Interior Description:  Room 8 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions:   10'iO" x 16*6"; 7'5" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 9"-17" plain boards covered with layers of newspapers (ca. 1884-1885), 

corrugated cardboard, then wallpaper. 
Fioorcovering: 5 3/4"-8" plain boards; previously covered with linoleum; periphery of 

room painted dark brown. 
Ceiling: 2 l/2r,-4 1/2" tongue and groove boards; painted white; 2 1/4" crown molding 

around edge of room. 
Baseboard:  7 1/4" plain board with cap molding; painted cream. 
Heating;   10 3/4" x 17 3/4" grate in floor of room near west wall. 
"ireplace:  none. 
'Plumbing:  none. 
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Lighting and Electricity:   central ceiling fixture with pullcord; duplex outlet on west 
wall. 

Other:  closet in northest corner of room. 

Site: 

General Setting and Orientation  : The Fenney dwelling sits back from West 
Virginia County Route 19/24 ca. 135'; today, the building is essentially isolated although 
the lot may be more properly described as spacious. To the south and southwest ca. 200' 
flows the West Fork River. The dwelling is 156* south of West Virginia County Route 
23/5 (the old Weston and Gauley Bridge Turnpike) and faces almost due east. 

Historic Landscape Design: A Norway spruce (Picea sp.) is adjacent to the north side of 
the front (i.e., east) steps; a 14' circumference maple (Acer sp.) is at the southeast 
corner of the dwelling. A birch (Betula sp.) tree is found 36' north of the dwelling, while 
two large maple (Acer sp.) trees are directly in front (i.e., east) of dwelling at the edge 
of West Virginia County Route 19/24. A forsythia (Forsythia sp.) bush is found at the 
southwest corner of the house, and a rose-of-sharon (Hibiscus~sp.) is south of the house. 
A clothes line extends southwest of the dwelling. A 1*8" wide flagstone walkway leads 
from Room 1 to exterior door to a privy. 

Outbuildings: 4*2 1/2" x 5'2" two-seat privy is located ca. 70* north of the dwelling. A 
garage was previously associated with the dwelling but was removed in 1963 (see 
Historical Information section above). 

For project  information and bibliography,  see ROANOKE HABS No.  WV-209. 
For other structures in  the Roanoke area,   see HABS No.s WV-209-A -S. 

The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with field 
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archived at the University 
of West Virginia, Morgantown, West Virginia. 
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The Feeney store ca.  1928.    Note the covered bridge over the West Fork 
Akver at left.    The Feeney store sat approximately on the site of the present (1981) 
^Banoke U.S. Post Office. The Feeney dwelling is located to the right of the store out of 
this picture (James Whelan Photograph Collection). 

The east and north elevations of the Feeney dwelling in 1981. This 
photograph shows the general landscape near the structure. Note the large maple (Acer 
sp.) tree at left. 
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•    . oc i    *,    Perspective control photograph of the east elevation of the Feeney dwelling 
in lysi.  Note the non-symmetrical positioning of windows in this elevation. 

Perspective  control  photograph  of the south and east  elevations of the 
Feeney dwelling in 1981. 
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Perspective  control  photograph of the south  elevation of the Feenev 
Wiling in 1981. J 

Close-up of boxed cornice 
eaves and frieze along the south eleva- 
tion of the addition to the Feeney 
dwelling in 1981. 
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Close-up of boxed cornice and frieze raking trim on the south elevation of 
the Feeney dwelling in 1981.  Note the partial return on the frieze. 

Perspective control photograph of the south and west elevations of the 
Feeney dwelling in 1981.  Note the large maple (Acer sp.) tree at left. 



ROANOKE (Thomas ..Feeney House) 
HABS No. WV-209-I (page 18) 

• 

Perspective control photograph of the west elevation of the Feeney dwelling 
1981. This photograph clearly shows the relationship of the addition to the main 
tion of the structure. 

?"<!\: 

.t--"^»-"^      -..*"* ? &. 

The west and north elevations of the Feeney dwelling in 1981. This 
photograph shows the general landscape near the structure. At left is the Whitesel store/ 
Odd Fellows Lodge on Tract 1540. 
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Perspective control photograph of the west and north elevations of the 
Feeney dwelling in 1981. Note the corrugated sheet metal roof as well as the stone 
chimney centrally located on the roof peak. 

Perspective   control  photograph  of   the  north elevation of   the  Feeney 
dwelling in 1981.  Note the shed roof porch attached to the east elevation. 



ROANOKL (Thomas Feeney House) 
HABS No. W-209-I (page 20) 

( 

Perspective control photograph of the north and east elevations of the 
feeney dwelling in   1981.    Note the rusticated stone-impressioned sheet  metal  skirt 

-ound the foundation. 

Close-up of clapboards at 
the northeast corner of the Feeney 
dwelling in 1981. 
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CJose-up of shed roof 
porch attached to the east elevation of 
the Feeney dwelling in 1981. This 
view looks north to south. Note decor- 
ative barge board along raking trim. 

Close-up of column and bracket of porch on the east elevation of the Feeney 
dwelling in 1981. 
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Close-up of the north 2/2 
window in the east wail of Room 1 of 
the Feeney dwelling in 1981. The 
clapboard siding clearly demonstrates 
that this was once an exterior wall of 
the structure. 

West wall of Room 2 of the Feeney dwelling in 1981. This photograph 
indicates how little modification was done to the west elevation of the original structure 
when the Room 1 addition was added. 
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South wall of Room 2 of the Feeney dwelling in 1981. The door to Room 3 
(hallway) is at left. Note the horizontal board wall composed of different width boards 
to the left and right of the fireplace. 

Ciose-up of fireplace and mantle in Room 2 of the Feeney dwelling in 1981. 
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Close-up of fireplace and mantle in Room 4 of the Feeney dwelling in 1981, 
Contrast this mantle with that in Room 2 (Figure 27*). 

Close-up of fireplace and 
mantle in Room 4 of the Feeney dwell- 
ing in 1981. 
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Close-up of decorative 
detail on Room U mantle in the Feeney 
dwelling in 1981. 

Close-up of 2/2 window in 
east wall of Room k of the Feeney 
dwelling in 1981. Note the ornate cor- 
ner blocks and surround trim. 
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Close-up of Room 1 to 
Room 5 door from Room 5 in the 
Feeney dwelling in 1981. Note the 
bottom of the door. 

Close-up of Room 6 to 
exterior board and batten door in the 
Feeney dwelling in 1981. 
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SECTION    B-B 

V 

Transverse section (B-B) through the Feeney dwelling. 
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TYPICAL   DOOR   DETAILS 
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TYPICAL   DOOR  HOLDINGS 
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Typical door details in the Feeney dwelling. 
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TYPICAL   WINDOW HOLDINGS 

Typical window details in the Feeney dwelling. 
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FIREPLACE   MANTEL   ROOM 2 

Fireplace mantle details in Room 2 of the Feeney dwelling. 
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FIREPLACE   MANTEL   ROOM 4 

Fireplace mantle details in Room * of the Feeney dwelling. 


